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LEADERSHIP   TEAM -- 2010

JANUARY   2010

NEXT MEETING:   "   WEDNESDAY    "    JANUARY 6th. 

AT THE  SAN  BERNARDINO COUNTY  MUSEUM

I- 10 AT CALIFORNIA STREET IN REDLANDS, CA.

PROGRAM
 
Our Program for January will be presented by
Kelly Griffin. Kelly is one of the Cactus &
Succulent world's most traveled plant explorers.
He has been all over the earth searching for rare
and undiscovered plants.  He will tell us about
the island of Cedros which lies off of the west
coast of Baja California.  It has an amazing array
of succulent plants as it is in that area of central
Baja which receives both winter and summer
rainfall.  Kelly is very excited about this talk and
it should be excellent.  You don't want to miss it
or his special sale plants. Bring a friend.

Buck

Visit the Gates Cadtus & Succulent Society at
www.gatescss.org

CHRISTMAS PARTY

What a Great Evening we had at the Party. We
had plenty of food and all the Turkey, Ham,
Gravy and Smashed Potatoes as promised.
Janet & Judy, decorated the dining tables wit
beautiful arrangements.. Eva, and Mary Alice
positioned platters on the serving tables that
were overflowing with delicious offerings of
favorite foods. Yvonne and Helen made coffee
and punch helped by many members.

You, mostly, arrived on time and the ladies
worked quickly to set out the offerings so the
food remained relatively warm. After a short
prayer of “Thanks” by President Mike, the lines
formed and we were dining.

Shortly, our musician, Arnie Dirksen, arrived and



Shortly, our musician, Arnie Dirksen, arrived and
we were listening to beautiful Christmas Music.
We were very fortunate to get him. Buck made
all the arrangements. He was well received, even
Sam, the Museum Duty Officer, joined us to dine
and hear the music. Everyone wanted more of
the music. What a great ‘One Man Band!’ 

As we were finishing our dessert, Mike made a
few announcements and Thanked all who
assisted in setting up the evening, And while
Thanking folks, he Thanked the new Officers and
Directors. They were introduced, sworn in and
Thanked for accepting the responsibility of
running the Society. Much applause! All their
names appear in the box on page one. Give
them your ideas to improve our wonderful
Society. How good can it get? Ask any of the 82
members who attended!

The BIG suspense of the evening was next on
the agenda, The Hazelle and Davis Newman
Award for 2009 There was only one member
nominated. It was Joella Olson. After a short
voice vote, our membership approved Joella to
receive the Newman Award. We were all very
happy for her. She frequently volunteers and
spends many hours with us after traveling from
her home in Fallbrook. How dedicated can you
be? She joins the long list of previous recipients.
That list was published in the December O/G.
Congratulations to Joella for the many work
hours you have donated to the Gates Society
society over the years. The Award will be
presented during the January 2010 Meeting
CONGRATULATIONS   JOELLA  OLSON 

We were now ready for our Christmas Present
from the Gates Society. What beautiful plants, all
supplied by the Hemenways. There was a plant
for every one attending. And every 10th winner
received a 6" specimen plant. Wasn’t I lucky to
get one of these!

And so with Thank you’s, Seasonal Wishes and
Greetings and plans to meet over the Christmas
Season, the Party was over. 

Clean up was quick, everyone helped, Joe and
Helen loaded our storage cart after the serving
dishes and stuff were washed and dried. 

It was 9:30pm when we said Good Evening to
Sam and were on our way home.

Joe
(((((((((((((((((((((((

MINI-SHOW AWARDS WERE
PRESENTED IN DECEMBER

At our December Christmas party the  persons
with the highest point totals for the 2009 Mini-
Shows received beautiful pots handcrafted by
Joe Wujcik. It was more fun and more of a
surprise to announce the winners at our
Christmas party 

2009 MINI-SHOW POINT TOTALS FOR
    30 PARTICIPANTS 26 SUBJECTS 

  1. Joella Olson 276 points
  2. Karl D. Osborn Sr. 265 points
  3. Bob Laughlin 250 points
  4. Dennis Kucera 234 points 
  5. Buck, Yvonne Hemenway 217 points
  6. Tony Marino 211 points
  7. Lynn Thrane 175 points
  8. Ann Reynolds 152 points
  9. Karen Roholt 134 points
10. M. J. Green 100 points
11. Judy Horne  80 points
12. Bertie Lou Hazell  68 points
13. Carlos Ruiz  65 points
14. Sheldon Lisker  46 points
15. Tom Vermilian 42 points
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
16. Lynn Brooks 35 points
17. Janet Burnham 30 points
17. Barry, Kim Urman 30 points
18. Monica Durac 25 points
18. Isabelle Moon 25 points
18. Phu Hunyh 25 points
19. Steven Hagerth 20 points
19. Dan Griffith 20 points
20. Cap Strano 15 points
20. Rachel Watts 15 points
20. Greg McKinley 15 points
20. Alice Beardsley 15 points
21. Mary Alice McGrew   5 points  



MINI_SHOW RULES
 
I want to thank Dennis Kucera for his dedicated
work with our Mini-Show over the past 10 years.
Participation by our members has never been
higher and I know that we all appreciate the
great plants on display at every meeting.
 
We'll begin 2010 Mini-Shows with the same
basic structure as they have evolved under
Dennis' careful tutelage.  As time goes on the
format may change, but for now it remains as
follow:
 
1.    The Mini-Shows are open for all members of
the Gates C&SS to show their plants.

2.    There are three levels of participation
       Novice - Blue color form, for all of those
who are beginner growers
        Intermediate - Pink color form - For those
who have been active Mini-Show participants for
2 years or more
        Advanced - White form.  For those who
have advanced to expert grower or when you
feel comfortable at that level.

3.    We ask that you enter a maximum of 4
plants in any one Mini-Show, they can be all
cacti or all succulents.

4.    Judges will be chosen from the membership
and led by myself.

5.    Points are awarded for winning entries.  In
each level for each category,
        1st Place 3 points
        2nd Place 2 Points
        3rd Place 1 point
 
We'll try to keep up the expertise and wonderful
quality of our Mini-Show. 

Buck
 @@@@@@@

          "Be who you are and say what you feel...

     Because those that matter... don't mind...

    And those that mind... don't matter."
S u s a n

J A N U A R Y  B I R T H D A Y S
Our Best Wishes to all those on this list of
J a n u a r y  B i r t h d a y s .

1/01   Isabelle Moon ( 5 6 )
1/04   Rachael Soules ( 9 1 )
1//11   Rose Seifert ( 6 1 )
1/15 Joella Olson ( 8 2 )
1/24   John Reynolds ( 6 8 )
1/26   Rose Sisk ( 7 2 )
1/27   Leon Beardsley ( 7 6 )
1/27   Dave Englebretson ( 6 4 )
1/30   Ann Reynolds ( 6 9 )
1/31   Ig Seifert ( 6 1 )

(((((((((((((((((((((

Again, We are happy to send special
wishes to Rachael Soules a long time
member, on her 91th Birthday!! And how
nice to have the other senior members, all
of whom claim an over 50 birthday.
 

(((((((((((((((((((((

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations to these members on
t h e i r  V e r y  S p e c i a l  D a y

1/04   Lyn & Tom Brooks ( 4 1 )
1/21   Marilyn & Ted Alford ( 5 4 (

(((((((((((((((((((((((((

Part of the 12 steps of cactoholic serenity:

"May we be granted the serenity to accept that
the nomenclature will change, the courage to
learn the names anyway, and the wisdom to
learn the differences (among the various
g e n e r a ) . "

B u c k



2010 Gates C&SS Mini Show Subjects

January Hooked Spined Mammil lar ia
Aeonium, Sempervivum, Sedum

February Rebut ia ,  Su lco ,  Weingar t ia
Miniature Aloes (Adult rosette smaller
t h a n  1 0 "  d i a m e t e r )

March C h i l e a n  C a c t i ,
C a u d i c f o r m ,  P a c h y c a u l s

April E p i p h y t i c  C a c t i
H a w o r t h i a s ,  G a s t e r i a s

May B e s t  S t a g e d  C a c t i
B e s t  S t a g e d  S u c c u l e n t

June G y m n o c a l y c i u m
S u c c u l e n t  B r o m e l i a d

July P h o t o g r a p h
P h o t o g r a p h

Augudt P a r o d i a  ( N o t o c a c t u s )
M e d u s o i d  E u p h o r b i a s

September A r i o c a r p u s
A i z o a c e a e  ( N o  L i t h o p s )

October Matucana, Submatucana, Oroya
S t a p e l i a d s
D e a d  P l a n t

November A u c t i o n

@ @ @ @ @ @ @

Calendar of Garden Events - 2010

Jan 16 Huntington Botanical Gardens Desert
Forum,  1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA.
i n f o :  6 2 6 - 4 0 5 - 2 1 6 0 .

Don’t miss this event!  Talk to other
members who attended last years event. You’ll
get to go to and see a lot of ‘behind tue
scenes’ areas at the Famed Huntington
Gardens. F L Y E R  A T T A C H E D .
Jan 30, Aloe Walk. Jurupa Mountains Cultural
Center. 9:30 - 11:00 AM. 7621 Granite Hills
Drive, Riverside, CA. 951-685-5818
Plant sales at Granite Hill Garden Nursery

*****
Wow! 10 years of Aloe Walks.  I get tired just
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  i t .

It's time for the 10th annual Aloe Walk at the
Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center.  Experience
the fabulous gardens of succulents planted 40
years ago and more by former Gates C&SS
members.  We'll tour the gardens, highlighting
many of the large in the ground plants with
special emphasis on the blooming aloes there.

Please join us on Saturday, January 30, 2010
at 9:30AM.  The walk usually takes about 1 1/2
hours and the Granite Hill Gardens Nursery will
s u p p l y  r e f r e s h m e n t s .

Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center, 7621 Granite
Hill Dr., Riverside, CA 92509, 951-685-5818.

B u c k
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DUES ARE DUE

Our membership runs from January 1 to
December 31.

And It Is That Time again. The dues are $15, A
Buck and a Quarter a month, for Newsletters
delivered by email. For Snail Mail your dues are
$20 and that makes more work for me. Either
way, to make it easier on me, and to pick up
mistakes on our mailing list, I’ll have some
renewal slips at the Meeting. You’ll need to fill
one out in order to renew.

There will be a place for your e-mail address.
The Board is asking you to consider receiving
“The Open Gates Newsletter” by email. You’ll
receive it earlier (maybe, even on time!), pictures
will be in color and the Society will save some
Dollars.

Speaking of “in color” try to get a look at the eMail
version of this Open Gates. Buck has beautiful
pictures of the POMs. And the Flyer that I purloined
from the Orange Co. C&SS is very colorful. Thanks
OC C&SS!! But! See how poor they are in B&W.





AEONIUMS, SEMPERVIVUMS, SEDUMS

These are a group of related plants in the
family Crassulaceae.  While they share a number of
characteristics, they grow in very different climactic
areas (Biomes).  Aeoniums originate in the Canary
Islands in the tropical Atlantic Ocean.  Sempervivums
grow in the mountains of Europe at high altitude in
obviously very cold winter conditions.  Sedums grow
all over the globe in relatively dry mini climates.  The
most species occur in North America from Canada to
Central America with 120 of 170 North American
species endemic to Mexico.  Actually, very few of them
are perfectly adapted to Inland Southern California
weather.  We need to take precautions so they can show
their beauty in the growing season.

AEONIUM.  These are subtropical,island natives. 
Mild, consistent, humid weather is their preference. 
Most of them will show stress in cold (below freezing)
and hot (above 95 deg F) weather,  The biggest, most
beautiful heads of Aeonium cv. Cyclops will shrink
from 15 or more inches across to less than 5” in the
heat of the summer.  By mid-December, they are back
to their full beauty and will last save a very cold spell.  

All Aeoniums bloom.  Most produce a very
large terminal inflorescence, covered with small cream
to yellow flowers. The bloom indicates the mother head
will no longer exist, but normally, there will be enough
offsets surrounding the mother head to cover the old
stock. Most Aeoniums grow into shrubs up to 3  or so
tall and as wide.  The beautiful colors of the leaves
provide dramatic accents to any garden.  They are
relatively tolerant of more water than most succulents
and will thrive along with more thirsty plants as long as
they are well drained.  Fabulous hybrids have been
developed in Southern California over the last 50 years
and are available in specialty succulent sales.

They propagate easily from cuttings and
broken off branches from Santa Ana winds.  No special
care needed, just stick the newly created branch in soil
and it will grow.  Seed is almost never used.  Some of
the varieties will form small plantlets between the
flowers on the inflorescence and
they are all viable plants.  

Watch for mealy bug. Use
your best mealy bug killer when
you see evidence and kill the
ants that are carrying the eggs
and larvae to your plant.

Typical Aeonium bloom

Aeonium decorum cv. Sunset

Aeonium atropurpureum cv. Schwartskopf

Aeonium canariense



SEMPERVIVUM.  Includes all with names of
Sempervivum and Jovibara.  These plants, also known
as Hen & Chicks are alpine in origin in Central and
Southern Europe.  About 40 species are currently
recognized and there are hundreds of cultivars in
existence.  In fact they hybridize easily in nature which
makes their names suspect at the best.  The very nature
of their origin makes them somewhat difficult to grow
in Inland Southern California.  They absolutely cannot
stand our summer heat and sun.  We are successful with
some of the varieties in the ground where they get at
most morning sun.  They do fairly well under 50%
shade cloth.

Mealy bugs are a problem, constant
vigilance is necessary.  They grow well in well drained
coarse soil, but cannot take much water in the summer
when they are dormant without rotting.  We are never
cold enough in winter to cause any concern.

The very name “Hen &Chicks” gives a
clue to propagation.  Offsets are easily taken from the
mother plant and rooted during their growing period
which is any time after the daily high temperature goes
below 90 degrees.

They will offset and continue to grow,
forming mat-like clumps more than 3 feet across in the
ground or filling virtually any pot.

Keep an eye out for attractive hybrids and
cultivars but be aware that they won’t like it in the
summer.

The blooms are on a terminal inflorescence
and are some of the most attractive small flowers of all
succulents.

Sempervivum arachnoideum

SEDUM.  Includes CremnoSedum, and other closely
related genera.  The largest genus in the Crassulaceae
family with 420 recognized species, this genus gives
every succulent grower a chance to shine.  

Most of the genus have fleshy stems without
tubers and are hardy to specific regions based on their
origin.  In other words, some of them are hardy well
below freezing while others will freeze and die off to
mush at the first hint of frost.  

There are some specatcular plants with great
showy inflorescenses full of small white to yellow
flowers.  From the massive Burro’s Tail at Lotus Land
to the very attactive CremnoSedum cv. Little Gem these
plants add texture and year round color to in-ground
plantings as well as containers on the patio.

Sedum morganianum

CremnoSedum cv. Little Gem in full bloom

Refrences:  The New Cactus Lexicon; Tom Glavich;
Illusrtrateds handbook of Succulents


